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Frequent references are being made in the local news-
papers to plans for the total elimination of horse racing all
over the country within the next couple of years. So it
looks as if there will shortly be nothing left of the programme
which used to occupy the spare time of the European com-
munity, except golf, tennis, cricket and such sports, at
mixed clubs.
That might not matter greatly in the world of to-day.
Our poor old globe has had such a shaking that there are
plenty of young men and women of all races who will not
miss too much the lavishness of a glittering and frivolous
social life. They will, however, miss those amenities which
formed a potent magnet for specialists by enabling them to
ignore the mechanics of existence.
In the days when a well-paid domestic servant received
thirty-five rupees a month, salaries of foreigners did not
need to be unduly high for them to be able to maintain a
staff of dimensions fully equal to the job of making life run
on ball-bearings. Nowadays the picture is changed beyond
recognition. Rents have climbed to ridiculous heights, and
a thriving Black Market in accommodations exacts premiums
beyond the reach of men drawing what would once have
been relatively fat salaries. Unskilled labour now expects
and gets anything ujp to a hundred rupees a month, with
chauffeurs and other semi-skilled workers commanding a
further twenty rupees or more. As a result, the income
which in the past would have provided a pleasant home with
ample staff and all the concomitant luxury, is now barely
enough to sustain a degree of comfort equal to what a man
could have in his own country. What makes the situation
even more difficult is that the Indian still expects the
European " to keep face" in the same style as before,
irrespective of his bank account, or to be more exacting,
his overdraft.
The tragedy of it is that nobody is any better off for the
changes.   The bearer and the amah may be able to extract